
Village Of Alanson 

7631 US 31 N Alanson, Mi. 49706 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes 

July 10th, 2017 
 

1. At 7:00 pm President Greg Babcock called the meeting to order.  
Village Roll Call: President Greg Babcock, Trustee Marv Blumke, Trustee Doug Larson, Trustee 
Preston Grobaski and Trustee Dave Stepanovich 

2. Trustee Preston Grobaski made a motion to accept the June 12th, 2017 meeting minutes. This 
motion was seconded by Trustee Marv Blumke. All council members in favor? Aye. Motion to 
accept minutes approved. 

3. Visitor Comments:  
-Pennie Reid who resides at 7628 Milton Rd. discussed with the board 2 issues. The first issue she is 
having is Cantrell Street washing out and causing major damage to her yard. The village has always 
helped with this issue in the past and did have to remove a barrier that had been in place for this 
reason due to a gas line that runs thru the alley. On this issue, Trustee Marv Blumke advised Mrs. 
Reid that council would take a look at her property and see what could be done to help this issue. 
Mrs. Reid’s 2nd issue was concerning the alley by her place of business on River St. Delivery trucks 
have been hitting the side of her building as they exit the alley onto River St. As the building is quite 
old, the block building is deteriorating even faster in the areas that have been hit. Trustee Marv 
Blumke asked if a one way sign being placed in the alley would help and Mrs. Reid feels this would 
be a good idea as long as it is a one way going into the alley from River Street. Council will look into 
a sign being placed on the alley stating One Way Only. 
-Chris Goldsmith who resides at 7317 Chicago Street presented to council pictures and a land survey 
of his property and the property adjoining his at 7311 Chicago Street owned by resident Todd Page. 
Mr. Goldsmith is having an encroachment issue as Mr. Page has placed a fence around his property 
that is actually on Mr. Goldsmith’s property. During a discussion with The Village Planning & Zoning, 
it was discovered Mr. Page had not acquired the necessary permits to install a fence.  Council 
advised Mr. Goldsmith that a letter would be written to Mr. Page requesting he remove the fence 
and applies for the proper permits before reinstalling his fence.  
-Fire Chief Art Drayton was in attendance to advised council on the results of the 4th of July parade. 
There were 24 floats in the parade this year with 27 in the 2016 parade.  Mr. Drayton feels this 
number was down due to the 4th being on a Tuesday this year. The parade fund does have a positive 
balance of $401.40 to use toward next year’s parade. Mr. Drayton also informed the board of a 
reception to be held on July 20th at 5 pm to honor Al & Georgia Waterson for all their years of 
service to Littlefield Township and the Village of Alanson. 

4. Resident Brenda Sproule sent a letter to council asking for reimbursement for repairs to her lawn 
mower that she states was caused by asphalt in her yard due to the snowplowing. President Greg 
Babcock stated that DPW worker Corey Withey had been sent up to Ms. Sproule’s residence twice 
to rake and was sent a third time. Corey stated he could not keep raking her yard. President Greg 
Babcock advised that it up to the property owner to maintain their own yard. A motion to take no 
action but to send Ms. Sproule a letter was made by Trustee Marv Blumke and 2nd by Trustee Doug 
Larson. All in favor, motion carried. Clerk Chris Adams will compose a letter to Ms. Sproule. 



5. Public comments forum was briefly discussed for public comments during a council meeting. This 
was decided to be tabled until the August meeting so council may have time to draw up a few plans 
for this issue. 

6. The Fairbairn parking lot lease was discussed. President Greg Babcock presented to council a new 
lease with Fairbairn’s lowering the yearly price to $1200.00 with a 1-year lease and to be dated 
back to May 1, 2017. President Babcock stated he did speak with Tom Fairbairn Sr. over the phone 
as Mr. Fairbairn did not want to meet face to face.  Trustee Dave Stepanovich stated that this is the 
time to set precedence.  Fairbairn’s employees utilize the village parking lot behind Fairbairn’s and 
there are not cars parked in the lot nowTrustee Stepanovich believes the village should bill 
Fairbairn’s for all the grass mowing that the village does provide and the village should place a 2-
hour parking limit on the lot owned by the village if Fairbairn’s close their lot. Trustee Stepanovich 
believes this issue has been going on way to long and was upset by the Fairbairn’s not attending the 
council meeting to discuss this issue.  Trustee Marv Blumke stated that while he saw Trustee 
Stepanovich’s point 100%, this issue needs to be resolved. Trustee Preston Grobaski asked if 
Fairbairn’s would close the lot if an agreement was not made to which Trustee Marv Blumke stated 
that that is what Fairbairn’s is threatening.  Trustee Blumke’s opinion was to sign the lease with a 
negotiation on said lease to take place next year. Trustee Dave Stepanovich stated that he would 
have liked a face to face meeting with Tom Fairbairn Sr. A motion to vote on the lease with a 
possibility to renegotiate next year and a 1-year lease instead of 10 was made by Trustee Marv 
Blumke and 2nd by Trustee Doug Larson. A roll call vote was taken with results as follows: 
Trustee Doug Larson: Aye 
Trustee Preston Grobaski: Aye 
Trustee Dave Stepanovich: Nay 
Trustee Marv Blumke: Aye 
President Greg Babcock: Aye 
4 Aye 1 Nay Motion carried. 

7. The 5-year Rec plan was discussed as it is up for renewal in 2018. This is a joint effort with Littlefield 
Township. The township gave approval at their monthly meeting for a price $6000.00 - $8250.00.  A 
motion to accept this price range was made by Trustee Preston Grobaski and 2nd by Trustee Doug 
Larson.  A roll call vote was then taken with results as follows: 
Trustee Doug Larson: Aye 
Trustee Preston Grobaski: Aye 
Trustee Dave Stepanovich: Aye 
Trustee Marv Blumke: Aye 
President Greg Babcock: Aye 
All in favor, motion carried.  

8. On July 3, 2017 President Babcock received a call form Bill Shorter stating he had attended a 
meeting of The Watershed Council and they were unaware of the Asian Milfoil problem in the 
Crooked River. And did not wish to discuss it.  Trustee Doug Larson stated that the village would not 
hear from Tipp of The Mitt about chemicals but he would contact Matt about getting the mats and 
that he would be willing to place them in the areas needed. Trustee Larson also stated that spring 
time is the best time to place these mats. The mats are free of charge from the Tipp of the Mitt. 
Trustee Dave Stepanvitch suggested looking into an aqua friendly herbicide as he believes it would 
work faster and more efficiently. A request was also received from The Pickeral-Crooked Lake 
Association and Tipp of The Mitt Watershed Council to place an invasive species sign placed on 
village property. The only village public boat ramp is located by the Crooked River locks. A motion to 



allow the sign to be placed at the locks was made by Trustee Marv Blumke and 2nd by Trustee Doug 
Larson. All in favor, motion carried. 

9. Chemical Bank accounts need to be closed. They have a “0” zero balance as all monies have been 
transferred to First federal. A motion to close Chemical Bank accounts was made by Trustee Dave 
Stepanovich and 2nd by Trustee Preston Grobaski. All in favor, motion carried. 

10. President Greg Babcock has been in contact with the Emmet County Court and the Emmet County 
Sheriff’s Department about enforcing the village ordinance laws.  The cost of using these services 
would be 2/3 the cost of the fine given out. President Babcock stated the village could outsource 
this service at a lower cost. If we do this, it would make the village ordinances more enforceable. 
President Greg Babcock asked if council would like to get bids on the outsourcing to which Trustee 
Doug Larson stated the village has spent enough money to get our ordinance book cleaned up that, 
Yes, he would like to get bids.  At this time, the village’s public boat docks were discussed. 3 or 4 
boats have been parked at the 24-hour boat docks more than 24 hours. President Babcock stated 
he saw a boat docked there that was filled with water and about to sink.  A 4-hour time should be in 
place. Trustee Preston Grobaski asked if 4 hours wasn’t a little harsh to which Trustee Doug Larson 
stated that he wants visitors to be able to come and go and that he agrees with the 4-hour time 
limit. A motion was made by Trustee Doug Larson to amend village ordinance 74-1 to state that 
there shall be a four (4) hour time limit at all village docks with a fine of $25.00 for each and every 
offense. This motion was 2nd by Trustee Marv Blumke with a roll call vote the taken with results as 
follows: 
Trustee Doug Larson: Aye 
Trustee Preston Grobaski: Aye 
Trustee Dave Stepanovich: Aye 
Trustee Marv Blumke: Aye 
President Greg Babcock: Aye 
5 Aye vote 0 Nay All in favor, motion carried.  
Trustee Doug Larson then made a motion to place a sign at all village boat docks stating the new 
ordinance. This motion was 2nd by Trustee Marv Blumke. All in favor, motion carried. 

11. Committee Reports: 
Trustee Preston Grobaski: A new flag has been placed at Memorial Park. We just need to have a 
light placed on it. 
Trustee Marv Blumke: Sewer board met on Thursday July 7th. They did have a pump station down 
due to a power outage and everyone was on call. They have not decided on if they want to apply for 
a 3rd bond to which Trustee Blumke stated he would not be in favor a 3rd bond. Trustee Blumke 
stated he hopes to know more on the bond soon.  Trustee Blumke also advised council that he has 
been keeping an eye on the River Street Bridge and things seem to going good. He did state that 
Bridge tender, Jeff Prater gave him a list of repairs that need to be done with the well head being 
really bad. It is leaking into the neighboring yard. President Babcock advised that Fairbairn’s 
Plumbing & Heating had been called and is unable to repair the well. A well driller will need to be 
called in to look at the well and maybe recap it. Mr. Prater also reported that the track underneath 
the bridge has a huge gap that causes the bridge to bounce, he is concerned that this could cause 
problems down the road. This gap could be welded as a proactive measure. There is also one gate 
that is not currently working and needs to be fixed.  The last issue with the bridge is the switches 
that control the speed are having problems. They are stuck in the slow position so the bridge is 
taking longer to open and close. An electrician should be called in to look at the switches.  



Doug Larson: Cindy Okerlund with the Top of Michigan Trails e-mailed Trustee Larson stating that 
her group would be biking thru our village on July 26th and again on August 8th. They were 
requesting a speaker to inform their riders on our trails to meet with them at Sanctuary Island. As 
the group expects to pass thru around 10:30am, Trustee Larson was concerned with someone 
having to take time off from work so he e-mailed Ms. Okerlund to better understand exactly what 
she was looking for and is still waiting for her reply. Hennco is still coming to do our tennis courts 
but have been delayed due to weather. President Babcock asked Trustee Larson to make sure 
Hennco knows that they cannot work on the courts during The Alanson Riverfest. Trustee Larson 
said he would make sure they know. Trustee Larson advised council that Hennco have donated a 
large sunscreen dispenser with 2 years’ worth of sunscreen. This dispenser will need to be installed 
along with the new basketball hoops.  The sunscreen dispenser will be dropped off to DPW worker 
Corey Withey to install. Also reported by Trustee Larson is that the 1st draft of the new ordinance 
book is ready.  
Dave Stepanovich: Not much to report other than he has been in contact with DPW worker Devin 
Rangel and Devin has stated he has been studying hard for the CDL exam he will need to take. 
Greg Babcock: The big door on the DPW building is shot. It fell and busted the bottom section and 
the door is now stuck shut. The DPW workers did manage to get the Plow Truck out thru the back 
door.  J&J have been contacted and will e-mail a quote on fixing this door properly. Trustee Marv 
Blumke stated that he and President Babcock have been looking after the bathrooms in the park 
and had noticed that raccoons have been getting into the trash. The DPW workers came up with a 
solution to this problem and placed round wooden disks in the bottom of the cans and this seems 
to have solved the problem. 

12. A motion to pay monthly bills was made by Trustee Doug Larson and 2nd by Trustee Dave 
Stepanovich. All in favor, motion carried.  

13. At 8:33 a motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Doug Larson and 2nd by Trustee Dave Stepanovich 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Chris Adams 
Village Clerk of Alanson 
 


